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WHY DO WE CARE? 
Administrative reforms have been tentatively linked 
to democratic backsliding.
IMPORTANCE, RELEVANCE, and APPLICABILITY:
Especially in developing countries, incumbents 
usually have a free hand in initiating these reforms

This is problematic with respect to democratic 
accountability. At the same time, it can contribute 
to democratic backsliding.

Common process observed in both developed and 
developing countries 

 RESEARCH QUESTION
What are the electoral consequences of 
administrative reforms? Three electoral outcomes 
are analysed: Contestation, turnout, and incumbent 
vote share (also the vote share of parties that 
initiated these reforms)

THEORY
The creation of districts, turning districts into 
provinces and creating metropolitan municipalities 
out of provinces. The changes create or extent the 
government apparatus, jobs, extended economic 
activities, and eligibility for investment coordinated 
through regional official development agencies. If 
these reforms are down with capabilities in mind, 
over time they generate a strong perception on the 
voters which subsequently is used by the 
incumbent. 
HYPOTHESES
H1: Negative effect on contestation
H2: Positive effect on turnout
H3: Positive effect on vote share of Right 
H4:  Positive effect on AKP vote share 
DATA & METHOD
1. District-level election dataset with covariates to 
cover between 1961-2018. 12,884 district-election 
years in dataset.
2. Method: Time-series estimation for short-run effects. 
Unbalanced panels mean  district fixed effects and 
district-clustered robust standard errors are used to 
address serial autocorrelation and heteroskedasticity. 
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Main Argument: 
Administrative reform literature 
focuses on two motivations: 
1) amalgamation of units for 
efficiency in services
2) modifications for clientelistic 
purposes
Focusing on the long history of 
administrative reform and presence 
of clientelism (in increasing 
magnitude) in Turkey, I demonstrate 
that administrative reforms have an 
effect on margin of victory, turnout, 
and vote share of implementing 
parties. The success seems to stem 
from the extensive but “controlled” 
implementation of these reforms (in 
line with capabilities for expanding 
clientelistic services) as opposed to 
failed examples in Sub-Saharan 
Africa. 
Implications:
1) We need to better incorporate 
reform phenomenon into vote 
functions in developing countries, 
and assess it as one more 
dimension in the expanding realms 
on authoritarian politics.  
2) The finding on the “controlled” 
implementation suggests we need 
to systematically analyse the effect 
of administrative reforms on 
democratic backsliding in countries 
with different levels of democracy.
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